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EDITORIAL. 


In tho Soptombor issue of last year wo 
proposed a sehemo of instruction and edu 
cation in tha craft, to bo varied out by 
tho National Association, which, although 
meeting with the approval of a certain 
number of nur readors, did not bring forth 
any with very great emphasis on the need 
or necessity af the seheme, Wo suggested 
that in the event of the proposal being 
enrried, it would be necessary to frame the 
Jweturen to bo uniform all over the country, 


and suggested that it perhaps wou be a !soc 


good idea to seenre copies of similar courses 
that were hell in other countries That 
waste of time should be experienced, tho 
ary wrote to England and America. 
The receipt of the letter by the British 
Beekeepers” Association was reported in 
an account of a meeting held by that body 
in the British Ree Journal for 24th October, 
1915, This our old friend Hopkins noticed, 
ant in tho N.Z. Fruitgrower for January, 
1919, com 


See 


nt« thuss— 


The following paragraph in 
the issne of the ‘British Beo Journal’ for 
Hth October last as part of a report of 
а meeting of the British Beekeepers’ As- 
‘ation, held on 17th October:—' A letter 


appears 
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New Zealand Bee- 
asking to be fur 
tho Associ- 
retary was 


таа лем from the 
keepers’ Association, 
tion's examinntions, and the secretory "g 
Hutrneted to send tho same’ I have ke 
дош that many of our beekeepers will, t 
mysel, consider this action а most «зш 
rlinary one, that we, who are 
Шет countries of being im the | ad of 
advamecil bee culture, should apply to tae 
representative institution of beekeeping іп 
the mast backward of English-speaking 
conntries in rogard to this industry for a 
copy of its examinati 


n schedule. If it is 
{ho wish of our National Beckcopers’ As 
sociation to advocate a strict examination 
into tho qualifications of all persons Боо 


appointing them to responsible p 
sence the Apiarles Aet, which all onr bec 
keepers would uphold, surely wo have suffi 
cient talent in this country to draw up 


such а schednlo without going onts 
Such action, to say the least, i a di 
reflection upon our apiary instructors, 
whether intended or not, and I do not 
think for а moment it was so intended; 
it must have occurred in a moment of 
abstraction, If the member of the Bxecu- 
tive of the National Association who first 
suggested suck a course had had the ex- 
rience I have with cortificatod British 
eekeopers, he would never have dreamt 
of doing so. The replies to some questions 
I pnt when officially examining them were 
absolutely farcienl; it was not their fault 
altogether, it was more due to the faulty 
system and to the general waut of know- 
ledge of the examiners. Surely no one 
should know better than our apiary instruc 
tora what is required in an examination 
schedule, nnd if they were to collectively 
draw up one, T am sure it would be better 
suited to tho requirements of our advaneot 
stage of beo culture than that from a 
country where {һе nso of straw skeps is 
still advocated, and where disease has for 
the past thirteen years played dreadful 
havoc among the bees, and practically 
ruined the industry of commercial beekecp 
ing, without uny legislative measure being 
taken to suppress or control it"? 
‘The Editor is willing to admit that friend 
Hopkins was a commercial apiarist and an 
authority on bees in New Zealand when 
he was а small office boy in London thi 
yours ago, and didn't know the difference 
betw yn ber and a blow-Aly. Tust pre 
оз to that pario sed to wri 
уаз» іо аі poriod ће used to write in 
stylo the 


Уо, o i» going to бм ieee OF 
Well now, it occurs to us thui 
pel Tt ыры и а 
ti ори! Wish the oxaminations to bo 
(to use his own words) *'sulbed 
dvaneod stage of hee culture.” 
if you are going to frame n set , 


to our 
Now, 
Бе! of exami 


the band’? im the apicultnral world 


only way to do this, in our opinion, „М 
got as many of the existing specimens por. 
sible, and then ‘go one better.’ Spy 


As regards the replies given to our 
friend by some of the English certificated 
beekeepers being farcical, we could give 
instances of the ACTIONS of some of our 
cortifiented beekeepers which were beyong 
fareienl—they were рапіотішіс, Та ono 
сазе, even tlie old burso that was carting 
the bees thought the eertifiented man had 
played tho fool with bim long enough, so 
he promptly sat down on his haimches and 
broke the shafts, and our certificated friond 
lenrnt more about bees in a few minutes 
than ever obtained him his certificate, As 
he ndmitted to the Editor, thore is a bit 
more to learn than you get at Ruakura, 
and that be could write a book on what 
he bad learned since leaving that excellent 
place. 


The Editor regrets that he has not bad 
an opportunity of meeting a certificated 
beekeeper from any country, but it was 
a peculiar coincidence that by the same 
mail that brought the January “N.Z. 
Fruitgrower’’ there should also como the 
January number of the ‘Queensland 
Agricultural Journal,’’ in which appears an 
article headed ** English Notes from Sergt, 
Tosser.'' This gentleman is evidently an 
Australian beekeeper on activo servico, avd 
has spent his leave in England in tho most 
pleasant, possible manner—viz,, « seeking 
out the names of certifieated beekeepers 
and visiting them in their homes and 

а apiaries, THis article finishes thus;— 
"Tis an ideal way to holiday, and one 
is always sure of n weleome from bee- 
koepers.’* 

‘I have heard tho British Beo Asso- 
cintion’s examination system condemned 
by so-called practical теп, who con- 
sidered it too theoretical, and not likely 
to produce beekeepers who could handle 
1000 colonies. It may be; but if T were 
looking for a man to ‘manage a large 
yard, and a man holding tho first elass 
vertificate of the British Association was 
looking for the work, I should give it 
him, and feel confident that everything 
would be well earried ont. 

“Tf our Association wore to have п 
similar system of examinations, and as 
high a standard ns that of tho British 
Association, Ausbralinn bee-men abroad 
would have some standing, and could 
obtain work if they required it, Not 
ошу that, the Association could insist 
on such men only being given work n8 
inspectors of apiaries when disease doos 
break out in Queensland. 


“Australian honey has a good roputa- 
tion here, and New Zealand а beter,'* 
Now, friend Hopkins, how do wo stand? 


nation questions that is going to hent 


It occurs to us that, according to this 
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first-hand evidenco by а man on the spot 
who has seen the apiaries and met the 
holders of these certificates, that the action 
of the Sceretary of the National in asking 
for п copy of the examination papers 
cannot reasonably be put down to ono that 
could only be done “in a moment of 
nbstraetion.' It may be true *'that we 
are credited with being in the lead of ad- 
vanced bee-culture,’’ but we submit that 
perlraps we nre tuking eredit for moro than 
wo can really claim to be. An enquirer 
who eame to New Zealand as being *'1n the 
lead of advanced bee culture’? would, for 
а start, expect to find the industry under 
tho control of a Chief Apiarist, whom, we 
are told, it is impractical to appoint. Не 
would expect, after an Aet, of Parliament 
having been in force for eleven years for 
the elimination of disease and box-biyes, 
that neither could be found to-day, but 
in January we reported thnt twenty-six 
box-hives were found in one district im 
ono day, and strong complaints on the 
existence of fonl-brood. He would expect 
Hint in every district suitable for beekeep- 
ing there would be at least one man who 
was а certificated expert to whom he conld 
go for information. (The latter, we will 
ndmit, might be met by the Apiary In- 
struetore should they happen to be at head- 
quarters.) 

And as regards the apathy of the English 
authorities to recognise the need of legis- 
lation to protect the beekeepers, is our 
own very much better? They pass nn Act 
of Parliament, to bring about improvement, 
but will not staff the Department to enable 
it to be carried properly; also it 
needed. tho resignation of a eapable officer, 
with newspapers and our own Journal and 
Association to back their claims, for the 
Governmont to recognise they were worth 
а hotter salary. For how many years have 
wo been asking for a Chief Apiarist, and 
for the stricter enforcement of the penalties 
of breaking the Apiaries Act? 

‘That the Journal has not done its part 
in trying to bring about conditions that 
would really give us n right to the elaim 
of being in the front rank, nobody can 
deny; but until many improvements а 
brought about, it seems to us we ean 
rensonably claim the lead 

Since writing the abo 
paid a visit to the Queen-tearing Apiary 
üt Tauranga, and аз learned some further 
interesting ‘items, which emphasise the 
amount of help given by the Department 
to tho industry and the methods adopted. 
This apinry has now been in existence two 
yours, and in spite of repeated applicat 
to have the necessary buildings aud р 
put on the place, nothing has been don 
The officor in charge arrived, last October, 
aud, would you believe it friend Hopkin: 
ho has not yet received official notice of 
what his duties nre! — And—sh-h!—the 
npiary instrnetor under whose supervision 
this apiary is has not yet received official 
notice that this officor has been appointed! 
Tho following is strietly between you and 
me, friend Uopkins:—The officer went ont 
and found a pretty severe case of foul- 


brood within *' eooee"" of the queen-rearing 

yard, and the Editor found two more! How 

1з that for the lead in lvaneed bee- 

cultare? Can you imagine any commercial 

beekeeper who intended starting an apiary 

for the breeding of pure queens acting in 

a similar fashion? Of course not! Tho first 

thing he would do woull be to clear the 

district of fonl-brood by getting the owners 

of the hives proscented in the Magistrate's 
Court, thereby publishing the news to all 
in the surrounding district what would 
happen to them under similar rouditions. 
He would then have gone round to every 
beekeeper and kindly re-queened every hive 
with a selected tested queen, with which 
the owners of the bees would have been 
very pleased, and the effect of this would 
be that as far as possible he was guarding 
against the probability of getting a num- 
ber of queens mismated, The registered list. 
shows there are within flying distance of 
the State Apiary fifteen’ hives of blaelc 
bees and sixteen of crossbred, so the re- 
qneening would not have meant a very 
great outlay. But this was not done, and 
the expected has happened: only about 
3 per vent. of tho queens mated can be 
classed as pure; and until the conditions 
outside the apiary are improved by the 
Department on tho lines indicated. above, 
you will bave very little chance of doing 
much good, You cannot COMPEL auyone 
to keep any particular raco of bees. 


Whether the Department sell these mis- 
mated queens or not does not matter just 
here, bat for absolutely no provision to 
be made to ensure a reasonable number 
becoming purely mated is, ns we have ro 
marked before, “Thomas nonsense.” (Nico 
phrase that, isn’t it? Looks better in 
print than “bally rot!"") 


The officer in charge was so handicapped 
by the want of somewhere to work that 
he borrowed a tent and fixed it up. The 
following conversation ensued:;— 
“Well, Mr. Rhodes 
work? 
“Tn the dent" 
“Where do you keep your supers?'* 
“Tn the ten 
“Whore is yi 
“In the ten 
“Where do 
IN THE TENT 
“Where do you sleep 
“IN THE——. No, I sleep in a whare 
near the hen roost at the back of tho 
farm," 


where 


de yon 


ar workshop?” 


t the cellst'" 


“And what are you going to do iu tho 
winter when yon cannot rear queens?’ 

“I am going to bo busy—IN THE 
TENT!" 


Hats off to the country that is ‘credited 


| with being in the lead in advanced beo- 


culture, ' ' 

Friend Hopkins, our Government have 
not given us в Chief Apiarist: they have 
not done anything like what they might 
in enforeing the Apiaries Act: they bavo 


so humbugged the Queen-rearing Apiary 
venture that their (nncertificated) action 
is absolutely farcical.” 
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i hiould— 
that live in glass houses sl 
m eee ull down the blinds! And before 
ө complain of the apathy of other Goven 
menta, we might mako sure that our own 
ithout reproneh. iae { 
35 bens our sentiments,” friend Hop 
kins, with no offence to уоп intended. 


In the January issue we ventilated a 
complaint of the lack of inspection in the 
Marton district, We have received the 
following from the same correspondent:— 
“T think it only right to state that опо o 
our biggest beckecpers has told me that 
tho result of our inspector's visit last 
senson is snch that there is a noticeable 
diminution of foul-brood.’’ We agree that 
it is quite right that the inspector should 
get the credit for work done, and wo 
gladly ventilate the fact. 


Wo learn that Mr. Gilling has resigned 
the position as manager of tho H.P.A., and 
applications have beon advertised for to fill 
the vacaney at £400 per anmum, We are 
sorry for this, as Mr. Gilling put in an 
enormous lot of ‘spade work’? in the early 
days of the Association. 


The printers omitted to state that tho 


article that appeared in last month’s issue, 
“«Swarm Impulse: Is It Inherited ?"? by A. 
0. Miller, was clipped from tho American 
Beo Journal. 


We have been frequently asked of late 
what is a fair price at which to sell honey 
from the apiary? It is difficult to get tho 
exact value of honey to-day with the fluc- 
tuating markets, but we feel that a fair 
price to ask is 10d. per Ib. put up in con- 
tainers. Reckoning abont 84/- per cwt. 
for bulk, this is only a little extra to pay 
for tho tin or jar. 


Please note that the Executive has de- 
cided to go on with the National exhibit 
of honey and wax; во please save about 
a pound pot of your best, ‘The Seeretar; 
now getting particulars of the cost of 
and cases for transportation, and hop 
next month to be in possession 
information ав to whether sui 
tainers can be procured. If so the п 


шев 
and addresess where the samples are to be 
sont will be announced, 


noted in the January issue of tl 
grower! that Mr, Hopkins had been 
d with a сору of the new contract 
between the НАЛА, and the Bristol and 
Dominions for publie comment. We wi 
why the Journal was not similarly trea 
Does the П.Р.А. think the terms nre of 
interest to our readers? The manager him 
selt had a motion pasted at tho Ja 
ference relative to co-operative marketi 
being made the first plank in the Nati 
platform, и the action of withhol ding 
this important information rather milit 
gaint tho mo ion being carried out, We| 
© quite certain that more shareholders of 
the IEP.A. take the Journal T 


than 


of the H.P.A. 
vantageous to the shareholders, then wo 


the formation of 
[|With a financial membership of twenty, 
The National is growing well, and we aro 


Fruitgrower, and we are prepared to prove 


that, in comparison, the Journal has used 
its columns far more than the Fruitgrower 
for the purpose of advocating the claims 

If the new contract is ad- 


think the utmost publicity should be given 
to the terme, and we regret wo were not 


permitted to see them. 


Wo congratulate our Taieri friends on 


Branch in their district 


of the opinion that to increase the useful- 
ness of these Branches a definite programme 
for the winter months should be put for- 
ward. 


APOLOGY. 


We regret that the issue of the New 
Zenland Beekeepers’ Journal of January 
274, 1919, there appeared a paragraph rè- 
llecting upon the conduet of a beekeeper in 
the Wairarapa, in that he had invaded the 
territory of another. Wo particularly regret 
that the paragraph contaiued a reference 
to nationality which was offensive, Wa 
unreservedly withdraw the paragraph, nnd 
express our regret for having published it. 


Market Reports. 


‘The market is in a disturbed 
state in consequence of the arrangement 
of the armistice. Everyone is naturally 
in the dark аз to the effect of this upon 
world prices of all commodities. Accord- 
ing to the publie reports which reach us 
from places in Belgium and Germany which 
have been re-oecupied by the Allies, the 
general position of economie affairs would 
not appear to be so black as it has beon 
painted. Of course, nothing ean affect the 
position of the world’s supplies of natural 
products until the next harvest. Now that 
the great wastage eansed by submarine 
destruction i» passed, we shall rapidly pass 
to normal conditions. Honey is notoriously 
high in prie iro afraid it must. 
^ down. ar Inst report prices 
if anything went slightly highor, but now 
the market is on tho easy side, For good 
1 honey we quoto 1/10% to 1/111% 
Californian sold at 215/- (o 220/ 


ewt. (112 bs); Argentine sold at 

0/- per ewt; Cuban sold at 

to 210/- per ewt; Jamnica sold at 

to 210/- per ewt. Chilian: No first 

(1 offering; price nominally 210/- f 
215/- 

Beeswax, Ге market, remains dull, nnd 

for good quality we quoto 2/- to 2/1 per Ib. 


sold at £11 109, por ewf; Jamnien 
sold at £11 5a, per ewt,; African soll at 
£9 10s, per ewt, 
TAYLOR & CO, 
Liverpool, 25th Nov., 1918. 


Mareh 1, 1919.] 


N.Z. BEEKEEPERS' JOURNAL. 


37 


Market conditions generally are mn- 
altered. Tho demand continues fair, but 
there has been practically no honey offer- 
ing, and any scanty parcels arriving from 
constal districts are readily snapped up at 
firmer rates. The market for some time has 
been baro of choice liquid western, and 
prospects, owing to continued ndverse 
wenther conditions, point to a small flow. 
Many beekeepers still holding limited 
stocks of last season's honey are not 
anxious to sell locally while more attractive 
values are reported from overses markets, 
Latest quotations are:—Choico clear liquid 
Western, 644d. to 7d, per Ib; good clear 
light liquid, 6d per Ib; other grades, dark 
and candied, 4d. to per lb, 

—Australasian Beekeeper. 

January, 1919. 


The Director of the Horticulture Division 
has received from the apiary instructors 
the following report concerning tho boney 
orop prospects:— 

Auckland.—The weather conditions in 
the Auckland Province lave not beon fa- 
vourablo for large yields of honey. Up to 
tbe end of January the summer has been 
cold and changeable. February has started 
well, and the bees are now busy on clover 
and pennyroyal The yield generally will 
be below tho average.—G. V. Westbrooke 

Wellington—As anticipated in former 
reports, the honey crop is assured. The 
general climatic conditions havo been such 
as to enable the bees to gather large 
quantities of nectar from tho excellent pas- 
turo maintained by previous exeessive 
rains. In tho Gisborne district this is 
particularly evident, but the Wellington 
and Hawko's Bay Provinces have not fared 
badly. Tho crop is superior in quality to 
anything obtained for somo years. Export 
lines are still coming torward to the grad- 
ing storo on account of last season’s crop, 
but this season's may be expected to soon 
fill the stores if shipping is not made avail- 
able, Honey prices are still firm, as re- 
ported last month. Beeswax is selling at 
2/6 per Ib. Comb honey is searee.—F. А. 
Jacobsen, 


Christehnreh and Dunedin.—As reported 
last month, there is an assured crop in the 
Canterbury district. Notwithstanding the 


unsettled weather, conditions have been fa- 
уопгаһіе to the secretion of nectar, and 
from some quarters beekeepers report 
abnormal yields, On the West Const tho 
returns are normal; wet weather, partica- 
larly in the spring, has retarded operation 
In Otago and Southland the season is still 
in the balance. Continued wet weather and 


seasons, 
quoted at 8d. to 10d.; sections to 10/- per 
dozen. Beeswax is in strong demand, and 
sales have been effected at 2/6 per Ib.—E. 
A. Earp. 


The Honey Market. 


By FRED €. BAINES, 


Last month I made a few remarks on 
the ‘above, and amongst them I stated 
that it was probable there would be a 
difference of £100 per ton on the price 
realised between the first and last ship- 
ments. Unfortunately, I received cable 
advice on 30th January that our honey 
was down to £100 per ton in England, 
Australian being quoted at #80. By this 
it is evident that shipping facilities have 
been so inereased to allow large consign- 
ments of honey to reach the Old Country, 
and that the days of highly inflated values 
are passed. : 

I learn that the H.P.A. shipped 80 tons 
in January and abont 50 tons in February, 
so our aceumulated stocks will soon bo 
got rid of. As these will arrive on tho 
falling market, it rather upsets my opti- 
mistic idea of the suppliers getting £150 
per ton; we shall, apparently, bo lucky if 
we get just half—£75, 

In any ease, we can rest assured that 
the Bristol aud Dominions will realise full 
market value for ail honey sent them, and 
it is easily possible that the market will 
harden адлі, although. it is not likely to 
go “way up.” 


In travelling round recent 
prised to find a number of 


To Beekeepers— Beginners or Experts. 


TAKE NOTE.—The Dates of the 
ANNUAL CONFERENCE are 


JUNE НЕЬ, '2th and I3th. 


We want a Record Attendance this year. 


NZ, BEEKEEPERS ! JOURN- 


[March 1, 1919, 


h 
who wero not conversant wil 
the terms of tho contract existing bolen 
the Bristol and Dominions and the М-ГА 
and T fee] it would not be ont of place 
put them forward. The old enm 


the П.Р.А 


to again Д 
{тае agreed that we should export. not less 
than 100 tons per year, both parties agree: 

y from 


г not to export or import honey 
NE Zealand through nny other channel 
Tho Bristol and Dominions agreed to nd- 
vanco 4d. per Ib. without recourse fob. 
NZ, ports for all first grade honey, which 

England they wero to liquify 


on arrival in 1 
bottle, and placo right into the retail 5 
under the ILP.A. brand, You will not 
partioularly that this arrangement dis 


d ngents, 
ion and 


penses with merchants, broke 
as well ns tho saving of commi 
charges associated with them, 

The first yonr of the contract we ex 
ported 108 ions, and the profit made on 
tho bottling depot in England came to some 
where about £1100, which came back to us. 
T do not know what the amonnts bavo been 
sinco, but this one instance will be suffi 
cient to indicate what a splendid market 
ing contract we have, one in which we 
compl control over our produce until 
it reaches the actual retailer. Producers 
‘of other commodities look with envy on us, 
and are doing their utmost to secure an 
arrangement on similar lines, 

The uew contract recently signed with 
the Bristol and Dominions gives the ad 
vance without recourse at £60 per ton 
fob. and do not lose sight of tho fact 
that it is only an a ; there is yet 

e profit made on the bottling depot in 
il to come, and I have sufficient faith 
in Major Norton's business ability to 
reckon on a very substantial sum being 
made, There is only one drawbaek, whieh 
is practically unavoidable—viz, the length 
of time that elapses before this return is 
available; but you will readily see that it 
is necessary to get the figures for tho whole 
year’s working before the actual profit 
can be arrived at. 

Can yon tell me of a more profitable 
method of marketing? 


Meeting of the National 
Executive, 


A meeting of the above was held in the 

Trades Wall, Christchurch, on "Thursday, 

February 6th, the wholo of the members 
present 

, After the minutes of the рэ н meet 

ing were confirmed, the Secretary presented 

a rough bulaneo sheet, which showed n 


balanen at bank and е 
palanen at bank und eash in hand nt £194 


Tho Journal account showed tha 

spite of tho great invreune in tho codi of 
printing (between £4 and £5 por month), 
the Jouroul was not being run at n low 
although the margin was very small. "Thi 
list. of subyeribors showed a not gain of 20 


in 


Tho following business was transacted :— 
The National to take up the proposal to 
form an exhibit of honey and beeswax, the 
Seerotary to go into the matter of the cost 
of jars, cases, &c 

The Beginners’ Handbook, compiled by 
the Editor of the Journal, he printed anit 
distributed to the secretaries of the 
Branches as «oon as possible; also the hook 
he sold at a retail price of 1/6. 

Mr. W. B. Bray be asked to act as 
auditor, as Mr. A. C. Askew was shortly 
leaving the Dominion. 

The dates of the annual Conferenco wero 
fixed for June Tth, 12th, and 13th, to be 
held in Wellington at the Hall of the 
Dominion Farmers" Building, if available, 

The evening of tho second day be wet 
apart for a supper and concert. 

The Minister and officials of tho Depart- 
mont of Agriculture and the. Mayor of 
Wellington bo invited to the opening of 
Conference and social evening. 

‘The following papers wero promised:— 


“The Work of the N.B.K.A. and the 
HLP.A.’'—Mr. James Allan. 


A Workable Scheme for Settling the 


Question of Apiary Boundaries, ""— 
Mr, A. Ireland 

“Honey Crystalisation’'—Mr. W. E. 
Barker, 


“The Depot System of Handling Honey.” 
М. J. Rentoul. 
“The Appointment of a Grader for the 


Whole of the Dominion,’’—Mr, W. 
Watson, 

“Do Queens Mate Onee Only 1! '—Mr. R. H, 
Nelson. 


The Seeretary was instructed to invite 
further papers from prominent beekeepers 
on matters of interest. 

it nsidered advisable to make the 
Conference interesting to the beginner, and 
to tmt end the Secretary was instructod 
to write the Department with a view wf 
securing the presenco of Мт. А. B. Trythall 
with a paper to be “A Practical Talk 
to Beginners,” 

The usual exhibition of appliances, 
demonstration of melters, &е.„, to bo held, 


Beekeeping for Beginners. 


MONTHLY INSTRUCTIONS, —MARCH. 


[As those tnetrictions conform to Lhe nen 


an alliance 


This month seen tho absoluto eloso of the 
honey harvest for this sonson, and our work 
will be preparations for tho winter. 


sineo June, 


First, wo will overhaul! all the hives, ro- 
Placing any old bodies that show splits 
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and cracks, all covers that show any indi- 
ention of weakness, as to suecessfully 
winter the bees they need to bo in dry 
and warm quarters. 

Clear away all weeds and rubbish round 
tho hives, and it will do no harm to place 
them on extra bricks, se that the air сап 
wireulate all round them. There will be 
vory littlo more growth round them at this 
time of the year, 

You will notice the droves being turned 
out of the Муоз this month, and should 
you seo a hive where the drones are still 
happily living, just look into it, and you 
will probably find it is without a queen. 
Unite this and any other queenless colonies 
with a queen right colony by the newspaper 
method. 


Your storage combs should be all cleaned 
np dry. and carefully pnt in sound supers 
in tiers, with a sheet of newspaper between 
cacli, and a few naphthalino balls to keep 
away the wax moth, ‘These aro partieu- 
larly destructive in distriets whero the 
winter is mild, amd it needs very great 
preenution to avoid having the combs 
ruined. 


[t is very advisable where these pests 
are numerous to fumigate the combs at 
intervals of a fortnight. 


You will probably have an accumulation 
of odd pieces of wax, broken combs, serap- 
ings, &e., which can now be rendered into 
marketablo form. Tn theso days of high 
prices of foundation, it is advisable vot 
to sell your wax outside the industry; get 
it mado up into foundation, or exchange 
it for its value in other supplies. 

P.C.B. 


District Reports. 


р SOUTHLAND BRANCH. 


Tho annual Field Day of the above was 
hold at the apinry of the President, Mr. 
R. Gibb, Menzies Ferry, and attracted а 
large number of people. 


' Tho following was the programme:— 
Address of Welcome, President; Lunch; 
Demonstration, Honey; H.P.A. Business, 
Mr. R. W. Briekell; Preparation of Honey 
for Export, Mr E. A. Earp; Demonstration, 
Quoen-ünding by ‘tho Boys"; Natural 
History of tho Bee, Mr. R. Gibb; Foul- 
brood and its Eradication, Mr, E. А, Ear 
Mr. R, Stewart niso gave a demonstratic 
on tho introduction of queens. 

The absonco of both Mr. 
Mr. Н, W. Gilling was particularly noted, 
many members having como long distances 
to meet the latter gentleman, as informas 
tion was required as to tho intentions of 
the Н.Р.А. rogurding tho South Islanders" 
erop for tho coming season. However, a 
very pleasant aud instruetive time was 
spent, closing with three hearty cheers for 
tho President and his wife, who had taken 
во much trouble to make the guests wol- 
coma 


J. Allan and 


CANTERBURY BRANCH. 


‘The annoal Field Day of tho above was 
beld at the apiary of Mr. E. G, Ward at 
Lakeside, on Saturday, Sth February. А 
motor conveyance took the visitors from 
Christehureh, the journey out being much 
enlivened by the fact that nobody know 
the way, which resulted in the visitors soe- 
ing the best part of Canterbury before ar- 
riving at their destination. 

The meeting was attended by Mr T. W. 
Kirk (Department of Agriculture), the 
directors of tho Н.Р.А„, and the President 
and Executive of the National Mr. E. A. 
Earp was unfortunately too indisposed to 
attend, bis place on the programme being 
filled by Mr. W. B. Bray. 

The following programme was carried 
out:—Address of Welcome, Mr. E. G. 
Ward; Luneh; Queen-Rearing for Begin- 
ners, Mr. К. Gibb; Queen-Rearing by 
Swarthmore Method, Mr. W. B. Bray; 


Demonstration Taking off Honey, Messrs. 
Mr. 


Ward and Winter; FLE Business, 
J. Rentonl; Photo; Grading Regul 
and Work of the Department, Mr. 
Kirk; Packing for Export, Mr. 
Bray; N.Z. Beekeepers’ Journal, Mr. F. C. 
Baines; The National Association, Mr. W. 
E. Barker; Demonstration of Extracting 
Honey with Power and Steam-heated Knife, 
Mr. Ward. 

Mr. Н. Jobnston (President) was unable 
to ho present owing to barvesting. and «ent 
an apology and good wishes for an enjoy- 
able day. 

The whole of the proceedings were at- 
tended with very grent interest, and at the 
close a very hearty voto of thanks was ac- 
corded to Mr. and Mrs, Ward for such an 
excellent day's outing. 

The journey home was accomplished with- 

incident, except to the Editor, who 
аг has it) was Inst seen in a motor- 
th a young lady; and HE says it 
wing fo a breakdown with the car 
that be missed the bout train! Ts it n 
fnet, Mr. Editor, that you re d a wire 
signed by four gentlemen asking for the 
lad name? 

[I am not going to enter into a discussion 
where а lady is concerned; 1 am on my 
іту ЕЧ) 


AUCKLAND PROVINCIAL BRANCH, 


This popular function took placo at the 
Ruakura State Apiary on Wednesday, Fob- 
roary 19th, and was attended by about 
200 people, Mr, T. W. Kirk wired express- 
ing regret that owing to pressure of busi- 
mess he was unable to be present. 

The following programme was gone 
throngh without hitch, to the great interest 
of the visitors:— 

Welcome to Visitors by the Farm 
Manager (Mr. Green), Visiting Orlleors of 
the Department of Agriculture, and loenl 
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Members of Parliament; President's Ad- 


Gross, Mr, C. S. Hutehinson; *' Elementary 
Instruction in Handling Bees, y р 
Apiary Cadets; ' iments and Wor 
Done at the State Apiary," Mr. A. : 
Trythall; ‘Queen Cell Forming and Graft 
ing," Mr. Goodin; Luncheon; Written 
questions to be handed N.Z. Bee 
keepers’ Journal, Mr. Р, С. Baines; '' Test 
ing Honey for Ripeness," by Apiary Iu 
stroetor, Mr, G. V. Westbrooke; Q 
rearing, Nuclei-forming, and Queen 
auction by Drumming,” Mr. C. S. Hutehin 
son; ‘Catching and Caging Queen and 
Bees for Mailing?" Mr. A. Н, Davies: 
Question» answered by prominent Bev: 
Keepers; “Taking off Super Honey, 
Messrs, Davies and Pearson; "Вее Litern- 
"Mr, Т. Hopkins; Pros 
peots,’’ by R W. Brickell, HPA; 
‘Packing Honey for Export," by Honey 
Grader, Mr. G. V. Westbrooke; '*À Simple 
Method of Queen Raising" Mr. Е. W. 
Sage; Photographs, Mr. Stewart, Officio! 
Photographer; Demonstrations of Various 
Honey Melters, by Makers or Owners, The 
Inst itom was rather spoilt by the faet 
that Mr, Smedley had omitted to bring a 
particular part of his machine, and wns 
unable to demonstrate its capabilities 


Mr H. Bartlett-Miller attended with 
extra large machine and separator, The 
latter appliance was to eliminate the 
trouble of dark specks of pollen and comb 
appearing in the melted honey. Unfortu 
nately, the separator did not do what was 
anticipated, as the specks wero strongly in 
evidence, and tho appliance will need a lot 
of improving before it is efficient. 
melter itself is highly efficient, but о 
ing tho temperature of the honey rv 
from it, the reading was 190 deg. 
the outlet of the separator 170 deg. 
fur too grent a heat to subject deli 
flavoured honey, and the general opinion 
was that it would spoil both flavour and 
colour if any quantity was put through. 
With the stronger flavoured and darker 
honey thi» perhaps would not be so notice- 
ablo; but wo take it that the mae 


the market for all distriets, and conse- 
quently эң the actual 
result obt 


А wax-rendering appliance, consisting of 
a cylinder of perforated metal enclosed 
in u steam-proof box, wa» demonstrated. 
The cylinder is filed with everything соп 
taining wax, the box elosed down, and 
steam from a boiler run through, the 
cylinder being revolved by turning a 
Dandie on the outside, The result was not 
во gooi) w that obtained by a good prens, 
and we think that if the same amount of 
stoam жия used in а steam-honted. prens, 


mweh larger pereentage of wax would h 
obtained. 


‘The day closed with а very hoarty voto 
of thanks to Mr, W, А, rea, Mr. A.B, 
Trytbol, aud the Auckland Provincial 
Branch. 

[We mado a few remarks in | month’ 
issue relative to the Department's ation 
over the mattor of supplying refreshments, 


_ | January, when, after w 


whieh, we learn, rather reflected оп Mr, 
W. A! Green, the manager of the farm. 
We wish it to be clearly understood that 
both this gentleman and his wife did on the 


B.|above day—and have always on provious 


oeeasions done—everything possible (о 
make these feld days the successful func- 
tions they are, and we express our rogret 
that anything we said should have created 
n wrong impression —Ed.] 


MANAWATU, 


Prospects for a crop are about over. 
Never have I seen clover, &c, во good, 
and Т never want to see worse weather, 
Beos about here have gathered little more 
than that needed for brood-rearing, and it 
will be а toss-up if any surplus is stored, 


E. J. PINK. 
Ohau, 15/2/19. 
. E . B 
TARANAKT, 
We are assured of a crop well above the 


average, and should the weather continue 
good and the flow hold, some real 
crops will be seenred. "After three bad 
seasons it is n welcome and much-needed 
change for the cow country beekeepers. 


Prospects took a rapid change from 11th 
s of despair, U 
weather became mild, and a heavy clover 
flow commenced, and except for a break of 
a few days bas continued to date, 

Only those who fed in December and 
kept their colonies well up to strength will 
reeeive the full advantage. 

Thistlos are in full bloom, but should 
continue to yield for some weeks yet. 

A peculiarity of the season is that, cou- 
trary to the past fow seasons, tho bees 
round the mountain aro not doing so well 
as those on the rich flats, This is accounted 
for by the fact that the weather has been 
wonerally colder and wetter. I have 
often gone to work at one of my out-yards 
near the mountain, twelve miles from 
Okainwa, nnd workod all day without see- 
ing the sun, aud boen kept busy dodging 
showers, and then on arrival home in 
pessimistic mood would find that tho home 
yard bad piled in the nectar. 

Friend Ward, writing in last month's 
wrnnl, mentioned that clover nppearad 
bo yiel nt n lower degree tham 
mual 1 benr him out im that, as we 
туе had үлүшү cool days, and the 
clover has yielded, 1 believe moisture 

и lot to do with it, and that after a wot 
and cold wintor it will yield at a lower 
lemporaturo than after a mild winter. 


Н, В, PENNY. 


Окајажа, 16/2/19, 
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TATERI TALK. 


I am going to talk of the weather, despite 
tho fact that the Editor considers diseus- 
sions thereon inflammable, Decidedly this 
is a bad season. Summer weather there 
has been of late, but the miniature deluge 
and consequent floods at the end of Janu- 
ary well nigh counterbalance it. 1 
hero we are in tho middle of February, and 
practically no extracting done. Let that 
serve as a guide. 

I have but two hands and two feet to 
vote Ауе’? on the proposal of a member 
ship badge. I wish that, Vishnu-like, 1 
had a double set of bands to put to the 
same use. Mr. Editor, you must say some 
more about that idea: invite suggestions 
for a design, and if they prove to be as 
numerous as Mr. Ward suspects, set up a 
committee to make a selection! 


Mr. Ward finds that swarms are often 
queenless two or threo days after hiving, 
and suggests that in these cases the bees 
may have left the parent hivo withont 
the queen. It seems likely. Here is a 
caso from the Taieri: The swarm in ques- 
tion was sifted prior to uniting with a 
weak colony, but there was no sign of a 
queen. Sho was certninly not lost in transit. 
from the tree to the box. The two colonics 
later united quite peacefully. There is 
only one solution. Apropos of uniting, a 
local tyro, wishing to strengthen a colony, 
went about it in the following simple 
fashion:—He opened up tho hive, placed 
ап empty ет оп it, and dumped in a 
swarm he had just taken. There followed 
what he called а regular bally Mons re- 
treat,’’ only he did not say ''bally.'" 

You will hear more of us elsewhere in 
this issue We bave ousted the Clutha. 
Valley Association from the position of the 
youngest Branch of the National. 


ARISTAEUS. 


Canterbury Tales. 


By E. @. WARD. 


Onnterbury beekeepers now know their 
fate for another season, nud from various 
reports it can be said that the season has 
beon considerably better than the average. 
In South Canterbury the returns are ex- 
vellent, and on the lighter lands of Middle 
and North Canterbury tho returns are good. 
To my own district early indications were 
for a phenomenal crop, but the weather 
has been erratic, and expectations bave 
not been realised. 


about when they have enjoyed such a de- 
lightful exporicnoe, 


Since last report we have bad a very 
heavy rainfall (over 4in.), a lot of dull, 
overcast weather, when the bees sting like 
“‘billy-ob,'’ and now we are having а 
spell of weather which can be called our 
first taste of real summer. The thistles 
are blooming (three weeks late), and there 

a good second growth of clover, which 
will keep the bees quiet for n while. 


I see in my last ‘Tales’? the printer 
says 1 have extracted a couple of ''tins'" 
от so. Fancy a man with 180 ecolowies 
extracting a couple of ''tins'' of honey! 
Why, Mr. Printer, that would hardly wet 
the extractor. I said *'tonst'' 


Field Day at my apiary passed off suc 
cessfully. I am referring to it for the 
ose of putting on record my apprecin- 
Hon of the help mvaa by thoes mho af 
tended in making it a success, Both Mrs 
Ward and myself felt it а very great com 
pliment that so many of the *'big guns” 
were willing to travel so far to seo us. We 
were particularly honoured in baving the 
attendance of Mr. T. W. Kirk, and can 
only hope that he found something of in- 
terest to compensate for bis trouble. We 
ere very sorry Mr. Earp was too ill to 
attend. T should not wonder if he felt 
sorry himself, becauso it was ће who gave 
me my first lessons in beekeeping, and [ 
know he takes a keen interest in my pro 
gress. However, Mr. Robert Gibb ‘‘stepped 
into the breach’! and ably filled Mr. Earp’s 
place, and with Mr. Winter and ‘‘yours 
truly’? the demonstrations were carried 
out according to programme. Mr. W. B. 
Bray, as master of ceremonies, was a tower 
of strength, and kept the ball rolling to 
such good purpose that thero was not a 
dull moment. A special word of thanks 
is due to Miss Mackay, our secretary, for 
the manner in which she worked, both 
before and on the auspicious occasion. 
From a rough estimate 1 ghoull say the 
number of colonies owned by those wh» 
Were present was somewhat over 3000. 
This is a record to feel proud of, and almost 
enough to give one a ''swelled bead." 
Finally, I would just like to взу that if 
I have left undone any of those things 
which I ought to have done, or done any 
of those things which T ought not to have 
done, I tender a humble apology. 


Some time ago I referred to the wiring 
of frames, and said that the plan of diago- 
nal wiring advocated by Mr. Martin too 
me one-third longer than the uaaal plau 
of horizontal wiring. When extractin, 
this season I came across the experiment: 
set I tried, and find that there ia just as 
much sag in the foundation on these as in 
those horizontally wired. T also find that 
there are а number of drone cells on the 
diagonal wired frames, which are evidently 
caused by the wires crossing the‘ eel] walls 
at na awkward angle. The result of the 
experiment has confirmed my opinion that 
the plan of wiring with three or four hori- 
zontal wires tightly stretehed will ensure 
a worker comb as good as can bo produced, 
Provided there is a good honey flow on. 
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The following paragraph appeared in а 
loenl paper recently-—''Tt is expected 
that there will be a large honey crop this 
season, and prices, it 15 anticipated, will 
ho easier, A largo quantity of last season 
honey is still in store awaiting shipment, 
and as somo of it has deteriorated, it will 
fail to pass the necessary standard re- 
quired for shipment. If this bappens it 
will be thrown on the local market for 
consumption. '" 

Now, if tho above is correct, the pro. 
ducer is entitled to know something about 
it: if his fault, he should bear the brant; 
but if as I suspect it is the usual old gag 
to bring down tho price, nobody need be 
alarmed. Anyway, lot us stand *'shoulder 
to shoulder," and keep the HDA, flag 
flying at the mnst-head, 


Field Day at Mosgiel. 


On the 15th of February a bee-haniling 
demonstration was given by Mr. 
the apiury of Mr. Naismith. At mi 
tho sky was ominously dark and lowerin, 
Our hopes fell; suroly some evil fato w: 
dogging our footsteps; 2 p.m. brow 
little change, but just before the curtain 
Tose the cheery sun poured n few seatte 
rays through the cloud-rifts. ‘Thus invited, 
Mr. Earp opened the meeting with a pr 
liminury address on the subject in its gen- 


eral aspeets, and then proceeded to an 
actual demonstration of bee-manipulation, 
Thix was accompannied by a running dis- 
course on frames, foundation, comb, ex- 
cder», ese nd other nieky-gadgets 
usually found in Then after 
an examination bivo of the 
apinry, Mr. Earp entere 
of foulbrood. „ His vigorous exposition 
the evils thereef left no doubt in our minds 
that this areb-enemy should always be 
anathema to anyone aspiring to tho namo 
of boeman. Shortly afterwards the demon 
stration was brought to n close, and we 
trooped off to the afternoon tea’ provided 
by our thoughtful hosts, 


Advantage was taken of this all-too-rure 
gathering of Taieri beekeepers to call a 
meeting for the purpose of forming а 
Branch of the National Beekeepers’ Asso 
ciation. When tho subject bad been briefly 
introduced by Mr, W, R. Howard,” Mr. 
Earp treated ин to a short leeturo on the 
advantages of organisation. ‘Thereupon we 
gathered In the harvest of intending mom 
Dors, and proceeded to elect officers for the 
your:—President, Mr. Naismith; Vice. 
President, Mr. A. Cullick; Hon. etary, 
Мг. B. Н. Howard; Committec—Mesera; 
Clark, Ewart, Dowio, Jones, and Watson, 


"The Branch starts with n тойса of 
twonty, which in ex 1, copsidering that 
tho majority of the attendance hailed from 
Dunedin, In a day or two we shall hayo 


evolved a definito being out o o 
Уен a definito boing out of tho chaos 


"The meeting closed with a voto of thanks 


Iland threo henrty cheers for Mr, Earp nnd 


for our host, Mr. Naismith—tho end of a 
perfect day. 


Beekeepers’ Exchange. 


ADVERTISEMENTS on this Page will be 
inserted at the rate of 3/- per 36 words 
per Insertion. 


BENTON OAPPINGS & COME HONEY 
REDUCERS. 

Material for building these Machines is 
in short supply, Order now to avoid dis- 
appointment. 

You run no risks. Satisfaction guaran- 
teed, or your money refunded. 


Apply 
d н. BENTON, 
Newstead, Featherston. 


BEE HIVE COVERS.—No того hivo 
covers blown off. WATT'S SPRING 
CATOH FASTENING will keep them 
secure, Two pairs to each hive; quick and 
handy; casily fastened; patent granted, 
WM. WATT, 
Lorne Street, 
Mataura, Southland, 


WANTED, BACK NUMBERS OF 
JOURNALS. 6d. each will be paid for 
the following:—Nos, 1, 2, 3, 4, 8, 24, 97, 


28, 5, 87,38, 39, 40, 
41, 42, „1 and 2, Wanted 
for America. 

EDITOR, 


YOUNG MARRIED MAN (ono child) 
socks PERMANENT POSITION as beo- 
Keeper-orehnrdist; good knowledgo bees, 
queowrearing, proning, spraying, and 
poultry, &e,;would milk couple cows; most 
have small cottago nnd gnrden; references, 
Address 


STUART, ¢/o Editor. 


CHOTO 
diate de 


ITALIAN QUEENS for imme- 
ery, Untested, 7/6 each, 


NICHOLAS, 
4 Caledonia Street, Hawera, 


FOR SALE, s) TESTED ITALIAN 
QUEEN BES, 12 months old; 8/- each. 
А fow Releet Tostod Broedors, £1 oach, 

н. WHITING, 


Springdale, Waiton. 
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Answers to Correspondents. 


J.K, Greytown Тһе Government bas 
withdrawn all concessions on travelling, 
and thero is at present very little chance 
of getting rebates. 

‘A, Morriens—Your verses are refused; they 
aro likely to get mo a ‘‘blister.’” Our 
readers can jndge from the following:— 

First Stanza, 
Oh. L will sing of Nelson, 
Who sailed the seven seas; 
But with that life found too much 
strife, 
So took on keeping bees. 


Second Spasm. 
‘The season came, the bees did well, 
‘They filled tha supers quie 
And Bob was disappointed when 
He found the honey ''rüick.'" 
Nuff sed! 
. E. C, Danedin—Tho clipping was sent 
by a contributor in Wellington. 
O. H. B., Christehureh.—T would 
yon give up trying to keep bees, 
would raising whito mice suit you? 
Л.У. A, Fairlie—Many thanks for onmes 
Journals have been sent 


G. 


suggest 
How 


Correspondence. 


(TO THE ВИТОК.) 

Sir— What do you think of this: is it 
anything extra! I got a swarm on 22nd 
October last, and I bived them, and gave 
them about 12 lb. syrup, аз the weather 
Was bad at the time. In about five days 
Thad to put a super on, as they had drawn 
out all the frames in the bottom. Well, 
just threo weeks ufter I hived them they 
threw off a lovely big swarm, and they 
have thrown two big swarms since and two 
small swarms, I double-banked the two 
small ones, and they are doing fine. Be- 
sides all the swarms, I have taken about 
70 lb. of honey from the hive, and L 
expect to take two full supers and a super 
of sections off in a week ог two, as they 
are doing very well; they havo filled all 
tho frames which T extracted about eleven 
days ago, but they have not started to 
сар yet. Т had threo hives at the start 
9f tho season, and now I have eight, besides 
опо T destroyed with fonl-brood. 

R. B. 

Blonhoim, 


[You bavo ovidently got a strain of 
hustlers—and swarmers.} 


Aplary Boundaries! What a question! 
Come to the Conference and hear how it 
{8 to he solved. 


(TO THE EDITOR) 

ir—Kindly permit me to thank Mr. 
Miller for his information on page 31. 1 
was somewhat awaro of theso facts, but 
considered them unavoidable. In regard 
to my method of testing the difor- 
enco io tho beat of pipes I must 
say Г considered the steam to be 
moving fast enough to maintain an even 
heat. I was always under the impression 
the dome on a boiler was to give a regular 
supply of steam, and to avoid taking steam 
throngb a square elbow, as would bo the 
case in taking the pipe into the boiler. 

Т do not think Mr. Miller сап blam» me 
for classing his comba white under the 
cirenmstances. Iwas moro than sorry I did 
not see the melter working, and hope the 
demonstration on the 12th February was a 
success, —T am, &c, И 

Е. J. PINK. 


(TO THE EDITOR.) 

Sir—There seems very fow comments on 
your suggestion for a beekeeper's badge. 
T think it very good, and vote, liko Mr. 
Ward, with both hands and feet. I have 
often thought when travelling perhaps there 
is a beekeeper in tho car that I know 
through his letters in the Jonrnal, How 
nico if we could have a chat to pass away 


the time. T really meant to mention tho 
subject before, so you see how great minds 
think alike. 


After all the wet weather and cold 
nights we have had, I think we are in for 
a fair crop yet—I am, &c., 

T. W. EXCELL. 

Opotiki, 12/2/19. 


—The Journal is just the thing— 


(TO THE EDITOR.) 

Sir—In re your note on “Apis Meli- 
fien," T am sorry T am not in à position 
to pronounce a verdict, as I know little 
or nothing about homeopathy, and the 
patient is not in front of mo for oxamina- 
tion and eross-examination. Two points, 
however, strike mo as rather remarkable: 
(1) Apis mollifien is used as a cure for tho 
poison of other insects. ls this on tho prin- 
ciple of taking a hair of tho dog that bit 
уоп, or, at least, the dog's first consin? 
Wonld it cure п bee-sting as well? Then 
there is the question of every biochemical 
poison having its own specific enzyme. 
Would а course of Арія mellifica render one 
immune to the sting of а wasp or a hornet 
or eure such a sting when already raceivedl? 
T bao ma ооба, 

(3) Т seo the remedy is given by tho 
mouth, and was so administered in the case 
cited, This is interesting, as most of these 
bio-chemiea! products are practically inert 
When taken in this way, and have therefore 
no immunising effect on the patient. 
Whether this applies to Apis mollifica T 
cannot say. The subject of immunity is 
ап intensely interesting one, and any mug- 
gestion hearing on the question ia worthy 
of consideration, But of this anon.—| 
am, &e., UOMO SELVATIOO. 
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(TO THE EDITOR.) 


Віт, notico that Mr. A. E, S. Bosker 
asks ‘through the Journal what effect the 
bee-sting poison in the blood has to pro- 
vent disease, Well, the effect of bec-sting 
poison on me has been to give disease. 
‘Tho doctor ordered me to bed for two or 
threo days. T got one full day in bed, and 
next day, just after dinner, up gets a 
swarm, and thero being no ono to enteh 
it, as it settled high, I got up and hived it. 
The trouble I got from them was a kind 
of eczema; that is what tho doctor told 
mo, and һе said it was probably from 
the effect of the bee-stings; and T am 
pretty suro it was, as when I got n sting 
it would iteh like fury. I am not clear 
of it yet, as when T got n sweat up ai 
time 1 also get nn itech up, and then T 
could pretty well rub down the first thing 
that I meel—tree or fence, or anything 
else that you could rub against, T was 
wondering if anyone could givo a remedy, 
and if anybody else was affected tho samo 
way by it. 


Regarding the season, beekeepers nround 
me are complaining; but I myself caunot 
complain, as my bees are climbing towards 
one hundred 60-1b, tins. Last year 


I had 32 colonies, nnd they reached forty 


60?з, besides increasing to 60 colonies; an 
then in the spring only about a dozen 
of them were what you would eall good 
colonies, and T expect by the end of this 
senson fo have over 200 colonies, 


I quite agree with Mr. A. C. Miller that 
swarm impulse queen cells are just as good 
as any cells, and one thing that I am 
surprised at is that so many beekeepers 
go in for buying queens. Surely it is 
simple enough to raise queen-cella, even 
though you are very busy, I will tell you 
the way I do it. In the middle of the day 
when the bees are very busy, select ono of 
your most powerful colonies, and, having a 
Super, roof, 200 bottom-board with frames 
fitted with foundation—as I said, when 
they are very busy, lift the old hive com- 
pletely at least a chain away, or, if a small 
place, away as far as you ean possibly get 
it, putting the new hive in the placo of 
the colony just moved. Now seleet опо or 
two frames from one of the best colonies 
you have got, with eggs and brood, 
place them in the ben-hive where 
shifted your colony from, and the working 
Decs returning home and finding their hive 
gone, will set to work and draw out your 
sheets of foundation, and a nico lot of 
queen-colls also, in about eight days, If 
you really want п large number of cells, 
remove the frames from them, and give 
to another colony ‘that will take care of 
them, and givo them another frame with 
eggs and brood, and then you will gut 
plenty of cells. Т would not advise be, 
ners to do this until the swarming seaxon 
has begun, as they may for ono thing 
not solect'a hivo that is strong enough; 
and ашоћог reason js that at swarming 
time tho bees gonernlly are not very much 
inclined to rob, 


I notice by tho Journal that Mr. B. Ө. 
Ward was having a field day, and if I 
had not beon so far away and been busy, 
I think that Т would have been there my- 
Self. T hope that he had a good day for it. 


Tn my toealit y sky-serapers would Магу 
suit me, as, if I leave the honey capped 
over too long, ib means that it gets so 
stif that you ean do nothing with it, 
especially if it 18 new combs. 

T also think, ns Mr. Ward does, that, the 
qneen beo would be the best model for the 
badge, and she would also mako a very 
nice buttonhole. 

Some seven or cight years ago I made 
an arrangement with a young man from 
Ohristehurch who wished to learn beekeep- 
ing, nud I was to meet him at a certain 
railway station, We had never scen each 
before, and the question was how 
we to kwow each other? Well, I 
wroto him fhus:—'' You tell me by ‘what 
express you ure coming, and Т will meet 
you, having a queen-bec pinned on to my 
hat—not a live опе, but one соб from a 
entnlogue.'  — Result, he diseovered me 
without any trouble, Seeing that Critic 
No. 1 has stopped writing to the Journal, 
T will sign myself as 

CRITIC No. 2. 


Pukeuri, 16/2/19. 


Westland's Dormant Industry. 


£40,000 PER ANNUM GOING TO WASTE. 


(Paper read by Mr. John Murdoch (Ross) 
at Westland Chamber of Commerce.) 


The beekeeping industry in Westland is 
in a very dormant condition. Why? Simply 
because we fail to sec that between, вау, 
Wataroa and Reefton, annually wo are 
allowing £40,000 to run to waste. At the 
end of Inst ‘season honey was worth on 
the Home market £170 per ton, A eom- 
mercial apiary requires only a radius of 
three miles If we limit cach apiary to 
100 colonies, and plant apiaries between 
Wataroa and Reefton, we havo only to 
take the nvernge return of £4 per colony 
to give us £40,000, Tho best return last 
season for ono colony in Westland was 
230 Ibs, of honey at 19, per Ib., which gives 
us £11 10s, 


When extracting lust season, during tho 
first round I took seventeen’ frames of 
honey averaging 6 Ths, ench—102 tba, from 
one colony. In a good season you ean 
extract three times, but unfortunately Т 
Wave no record for the sovond and third 
extraction from this colony, 

"There are not moro than ton beckoopers 

n tho district who are working on the 
right lines to merit snceoss, Tho days of 
the old box-hivo are past, it now being an 
offence to keep bees in other than frame 
hives. 

We-require to bo aroused to tho value 
of this industry, which eonld annually give 
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us nearly as grent a return in cash as all 
our butter und cheese factoreis put to 
ether. Tho amount of honey exported 
Кот Westland last season wouid probably 
not amount to more than ten tons. What 
a different tale there would be to tell if 
more of the sottlers wore induced to em- 
Dark in this industry, Every man or woman 
would require to learn all the latest. seien- 
titie mothods of handling bees, as there is 
a bright future in store for anyone who 
has п taste for and will adopt up-to-date 
lines of work, 


Wostlani affords the longest strip of ter 
ritory in New Zealand, har none, as a 
suitable locality for bee-keeping. We have 
an abundance of native bush, giving ws 
a rotation of wild flowers, each yielding 
their quota of nectar to the bees. 


In other districts where there is no 
native bush handy, spring-time is the most 
crifieal period of the year, as the beekeeper 
then has to feed his bees until the honey 
flow sets in. On n fine day it is quite a 
pleasure to wateb the yonng bees gathering 
in the nectar and pollen (for making Bee- 
bread) from the bush. Their industry puts 
us to shame, as you can almost hear them 
say ' Нозу busy we are helping to win the 
war" Мога food means victory; waste 
of food means defeat." Roll up your 
sleeves and get busy. Let us provide more 
food by boosting the beekeeping industry 
in Westland nnà advancing it financially 
at the samo time. 


Опе of the many problems to be tack) 
at the close of the war will be the settle: 
ment of our returned soldiers. Т am quite 
sure that many settlers would welcome 
returned men in their distriets and lease 
them one aere of rough land (the more 
Stones the better) for a small sum. 
Crown lands a miner's right at 5/- per 
ашипп entitles a man to one aere, which 
is all а man needs for 100 colonies. With 
the last number of colonies a man knowing 
his work can earn £8 per week. We will 
Suppose that prices after the war go down 
to half this umount, he will still have £f 
per week per anmum for only six months 
Work. Tt is not every returned soldier 
who will take up beekeeping, nor will 
every returned man make a success of beo 
keeping; but if a man has a taste for it, 
give him a season, and the instructor in 
charge will tell him if he is likely to make 
a successful beekeeper or not. 


Most of the failures are due to lack of 
knowledge, henee our paternal Government 
havo opened a Training College at R 
kura, North Island, and а queen-rearing 
station at Tauranga. This senson there ато 
33 stndents learning the art, women as well 
ая men, which цоса to prove that there 


must be money in the game. What is 
Westland going to do? Wo have an ideal 
location from one end of Westland to the 


other, and all we need is men or wome 
to take one season’y training, amd then 
launch out on their own, We have no train 
ing collego like Ruakum anywhere in the 
South Island, so why not agitate for опо 
in Westland? We have as much right te 


Оп ү 


а training college or State apiary in the 
South Island as the North Island people 
have. 


"The writer had the privilege of hearin, 

the Hon. W. D. 8, Macdonald, Minister cl 
Agriculture, address the last Conferonce of 
the National Beckcepers’ Association of 
New Zealand when in Wellington. This is 
what he sai 


Tt gave him very great pleasure to sce 
snch a large gathering of persons en- 
gaged in the apiary industry, It showed 
conclusively that the industry was going 
ahead by leaps and bonnds; he did not 
think there could be any doubt about 
that. Those who were engaged in the 
honey industry were moving in the 
direction of greater co-operation and or- 
ganisation, and that being so their move- 
ment could not fail to bo successful, Tt 
was of paramount importance to this 
country and the Empire that the primary 
and other industries should aim at and 
get as near to perfection as possible. 
"There could be no question that in the 
present trying time through which tho 
Empire was passing, the producing in- 
dustries, next to the heroic efforts of our 
soldiers, were of supreme importance. If 
we could not provide food for our sol- 
diers, our men could not fight. Ho would 
like to impress upon every section of the 
community that it was of the utmost 
importance that our country, as well as 
other parts of the Empire, should pro- 
ance foodstuffs and other necessaries 
to their maximum capacity. Ho was 
pleased to «ee so many ladies present. 
The honey industry was one in which 
ladies were taking a great denl of in- 
rest. It was gratifying to him to ac- 
knowledge the excellent work being done 
by women in the dairy as well aa in the 

v industry. Beekeeping was an in- 
y particularly suitable to women. 
rospects of the honey industry 
never looked brighter in this country 
than it did at the present time. Bec- 
keepers had now an offer from a certain 
firm at a remunerative figure for all 
honey that could bo produced for export. 
That arrangement would remain in force 
ing tho period of the war and for 
some considerable time after, so that 
those engaged in the industry now knew 
stood. They know the price 
and the only thing that was 
necessary was to produce honey of the 
right quality, As ho bad said, the future 
of the try nover looked brighter. 
tika Guardian & Evening Star, 
6th, 1919. 


Do queens mate only once?  Text-boola 
say Yes, Bob Nelson says—what? Come 
to the Conferevee and hear, 

Bo you beginner or expert, the Confer- 
enee will be of interest to you. 


Conference iu 
th, and 13th. 


Paste this in your hat: 
Wellington on Лапе 11th, 


a6 
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A Comb Reducer to suit 
all Pockets. 


The popularity of the BARTLE 
MILLER PATENT COMB REDUCER is 
so great thut it has beeome necessary to 
design n size for tho smallest beel 
as well as for the Inrgest. To that end the 
following prices bave been worked out:— 


For the Five-hive Beekeoper—A Re 
ducer containing three sqnare fect of meit- 
ing surface, and a Separator having par 
titions of wood fitted inside a painted (out- 
side) benzine tin. Such a Separator wa 
used at the demonstration at the Welling- 
ton Conference, and is OK., but less 
expensive to manufacture than one with 
riveted and soldered divisions. 

Code Word: “Baby.” 
Price of both Apparata: £3 15s. 


NOTE.—No other machine on the market 
has as much melting surface as this smallest 
size we make, 


For the  Ten-hive Beekeeper.—Saino 
pattern Reducer, but six inches longer, 
having four square feet of melting surface. 
Same Separator. 

Code Word: ''Booster.'" 
Price, £4 12s. 6d. 


For the Twenty-five Hive Beekecper.— 

Reducer having six square feet of melt- 
ing surface, and Separator made of 6; 
vanised Iron, and wooden divisions, 


Code Word: “Boon.” 
Price: £5 10s. 


For Beekeepers ranning over fifty colo 


nies, the eleven square feet reducer ix 
recommended, with all Galvanised Iron 
Separator, 
Code Word: *' Effeci JA 
Price: £8 155. 


For tho Beekeeper having Out-yards and 
a Central Extracting Plant, the Reducer 
exhibited and demonstrated at Ruakura 
Field Day recently is recommended; but 
unfortunately the mathematical спеша 


tions ns to velocity of heated honey of 
g density have not yet been correctly 
worked out. The Separator demonstrated 
at Roakura, and whieh was made by guess 
(for lack of time before the Field Day) 
lamentably failed to removo all the minute 
specks from the honey from the black 
combs reduced, although it was thought 
when made to be large enough, with a 
liberal margin of safely 


While it separated the wax all right, 
aboot every large metal ladleful of honey 
contained from two to a dozen fino black 
speeks, whieh would need a settling tank 
to further remove. 


Those needing a larger Reducer than 
"*Effective'' for reducing gonoy cut from 
the top of frames of fovl-brood ean obtain 
tho size demonstrated at Ruakura, but with 
a Separator that will do no better work 
than that described. 

As soon as the correet dimensions are 


worked out (and this moans about 24 
hours’ steady calculation), the Separator 


to hundle honey moving at such a tremen- 
dous rato will be sent free of further 
chargo, 


This Reducer has twenry-six squaro feot 
of molting surfaco, und requires two men 
to eut into it unless every comb is black; 
for at Ruakura Farm of Instruction sufti- 
cient honey w ablo to fully test 
a Redacer of such city without violat 
ing the generosity of the establishment and 
destroying good combs, As it was, there 
wero three, and nearly four supors of fully 
sealod shallow combs, and one Langstroth 
body of honey, and largely unscaled pollen 


s not u 


brood combs, and the machine was not one- 
quarter loaded. 
Code Word: *'Slutton,"" 
Price: £13 108, 


Separator for this *'Slutton'' holds five 
gallons of honey before delivering honoy 
to tin, and requires (us now made) that 
the houey be run through fine muslin or 
silk Inid above eheesecloth—i,e, touching 
the cheesecloth, and the honcy to be allowed 
to settle in a 30-inch to 36-inch deep tank 
beforo drawing off, 
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The most important part of the Separator 
used for the first time at the Ruakura Field 
Day was left ont throngh forgetfulness. 
This is the Deflector, which prevents the 
falling stream of honey from making a 
current straight through the Reducer. 
However, I am not making excuses. The 
Reducer as demonstrated failed to remove 
tho black specks as promised, amd as it 
was oxpeeted by the maker to do, and 
apologies nre hereby tendered to those 
who, with niyself, were keenly disappointed 
with the result of the Separator, as com- 
pared with the dandy work dome by the 
Reducer. 


With the Defector in place, and 
manuka honey in the Reducer, I believe 
tho honey would have been speckless; but 
oven then I have no proof, and shall not 
rest until T havo worked out t ula- 
tions whioh will allow two to three tows 
of honey per working day to pass throngh 
п Separator slowly enough to permit tho 
last speck to rise to the top before it 
reaches the exit, Of course, the operator 
must skim off this rising dirt occasionally. 


no 


Some of tho onlookers at Ruaknra asked 
me what I was doing when they saw mo 
using tho ladle to remove what little wax 
and dirt bad risen after getting past the 
bottom of the first partition. I wonder 
what they thought those partitions were 
for? But perhaps they thought the wax 
would walk away itself, or evaporate! 


Oh, some folk know ‘‘all about bees." 
I don’t! 


A CAUTION. 


I bave been told of three parties who 
have made n Reducer like my patent. If 
investigation proves the reports to bo truc, 
thoro will be some interesting Supreme 
Court proceedings AND expenses. 


THE BARTLETT-MILLER PATENT IS 


No, 39799, 


No (?) Thick Honey this 
Year!!! 


So sevaral beokecpors tell me; BUT Т 
ha’ ma doots. 


"'Forwhy-beenuse'' I have despatched 
tho t“ Efectivo" size Machines all up and 
down Now Zoalaud. One went as far north 
"8 stoumors serve—to Mangonui; another 
down opposite Stewart Island—to the 
Wninu River District; one to Timaru; still 


mother to Waian, north of Christehureh; 
one to Blenheim; and all over tho Waikato 
and Bay of Plenty Districts, as well as the 
rest of the Dominion. 


So someono 
of it, apparently. 


AT RUAKURA. 


It is laughable to listen 40 beekeepers 
at a big gathering, like those at Ruakura, 
when they get talking inventions. With 
the y first few sentences they prove 
to a trained mind that they bave never 
even learned the first principles of either 
mechanics or physics; yet to endeavour to 
show them wherein the absurdity of thoir 
ideas lies is like trying to beat а woman 
to the last word! 


Tt is surprising how dificult it is to 
convinco tho average inventor, full of zeal 
and confidence in his own ideas, that sur- 
face made of flat material must—positively 
inust—be cheaper than thut made of piping- 
According to them, it is not. Furthermore, 
the heat lost in tho lower half of a pipe 
is absolutely lost, but not according to tho 
person who—'‘Well, I haven't made one 
yet, but I know I ean bent yours,” 

Well, I smile, beenuse I made so many 
Reducers before I used them—could not 
possibly fail to prove absolutely Bobby 
Dazzlers—and which afterwards roposed 
resttully upon a muchly populated serap- 
heap, that I await quite calmly and 
serenely the appearance (7) of those Re- 
Чисегз—'*зо much better y’ know than 
the Bartlett-Miller COMB Reducer.’ A 
few have actually been born, only to climb 
down to the status of a cappings melter. 


thick honey, and a lot 


Just now Beekeepers have one, 
ONLY one, real COMB REDUCER. 


If you want one, send along quickly, for 
lam being swamped with orders, despite 
late hours and the bees nowhere. I got 
a ton of flat iron, and have less than 1 cwt. 
left. 


and 


Prices include packing and delivery f.o.r. 
Te Awamutu, 100 miles south of Auckland. 


Address: 
H. BARTLETT BARTLETT-MILLER, 
THOROUGHWORK BEE FARM, 
KIHIKIHT. 


Cash with order, or an order upon the 
N.Z.H.P.A. [ADVT. 
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Honey for Export 


We are Buyers of 
Honey Packed for Export 
at Highest Prices. 


'EX GRADING STORE', AUCKLAND 
ee Рза 


CREDIT NOTE and CHEQUE WITHIN 48 HOURS of the 
Grading of the Honey. 


Раса К gard being ОГЫ ас at best 
honey in the United Kingdom less shipping expenses. 


———ъ——— 


ALL CONSIGNMENTS TAKEN DELIVERY OF BY 
US ON ARRIVAL AT AUCKLAND. 


e 


Telegraphic Address—+ ASPASIA,’ AUCKLAND. 


А. 5. PATERSON & Co., Ltd., 


No. 1 Cusiom St. West, Auckland, 


Owing to the difficulty of shippii { 

" ping Honey from New 
Zealand through the shortage of shipping MA at the 
present time, and the uncertain prospects, we are not yet 


in a position to resume bu ing, but hope ti h 
near future when space is ЖА, ре to do so in the 


a ee 
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New Zealand Co-operative 
Honey Producers Assoc., 


LTD., 


A CO-OPERATIVE COMPANY FORMED FOR THE 
PURPOSE OF MARKETING HONEY AT HOME 
AND ABROAD. 


GOOD NEWS. 


We are now entering into a new Фп- 
tract which is an absolute guarantee of £60 
per ton f.o.b. for three years after the declara- 
tion of peace, as against the guarantee of £37 
per ton pre-war prices, 


* The immediate return from private 
firms may be higher than our first advance, 
Our final payments, however, will be satis- 
factory. 


Remember we have a splendid selling 
organisation in Great Britain which returns 
not only the very highest price now obtainable 
on the market, but will handle and guarantee 
a permanent export market, without which, 
the industry cannot progress. 


All the protits on the honey we handle 
is distributed amongst the suppliers, as is 
done in the case of Dairy Companies. 


Share application forms from— 
THE MANAGER, 
P.0. BOX 1293, 
AUCKLAND. 
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10 p.c. REDUCTION 


N 
EXTRACTORS, MOTORS, 
and PUMPS. 


After being held up at various points for several months, Supplies 
arrived here 23rd December. 


Orders on hand have been executed, and we are now in a position 
to execute any furthur orders same day as received. 


Large Stock of the Famous ALLIANCE HIVES ready for delivery. 


Order Direct or from our Agent near you. 


> 


ALLIANCE | BOX CO., LTD. 


Р.О. BOX 572 = - DUNEDIN * 
(AGENTS EVERYWHERE). 


1918-19 PRICE-LIST 


ITALIAN QUEENS. 


PRICES- 
1 2 3 4 5 
Untested .. ..  7/. 12/0 18. 28. 27/6 
Belect Untested—1/- extra per Queen. 
Tested . шю. 2. 28/6 37/8 ab. 
Belect Tested 15/- 28/- 
Breeders 25/- 


neens guaranteed freo from all disease, and bred from Pure Stock, which have 
been selected for hardiness, disease-resisting, good working and non-swarming qualities, 

Ninety-five per cent, of Untested Queens guaranteed purely mated, 

TERMS.—Nett cash with order. Cheques to have exchange added, 

P.O. Order Office, Tapnnui. Aeka t " А 

Tested Queens for delivery from Ovtober 1st; Untested from abont November 


20th to the m of March, 1919. 
NOTE.—OW, b cost of all material, no reductions can bo allowed on list 


prices for larger кю ties. 


— f 
POSTAL ADDRESS: 


R. STEWART, 


CROOKSTON, OTAGO. 
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